
November Leadership Trait: Patience 

As I write, my family is in the midst of practicing patience, waiting on our next “assignment.” It’s a subtle 

temptation to think the military controls our future, when God is really our Assignments Officer! The 

need for patience, however, comes in all shapes, sizes and circumstances and PWOC can often be a 

proving ground for this vital character quality. 

Bear with One Another 

In 1 Corinthians 3:12-13, below, patience seems to be linked to relationships, i.e. those in Christ should 

be patient with her other people: “Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 

hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a 

complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.”  

 

Impatience as an Identity Problem 

One reason this Bible passage is so powerful is that it starts and ends with our IDENTITY. When we 

consistently remember who we are – and whose we are – patience becomes ours.  

 

“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved” (v. 12), reminds us that we belong to God and that we are 

chosen, cleansed from sin, and deeply loved. How does this relate to patience? Well, if we belong to the 

One who lovingly rights all of our wrongs, then we should eagerly desire the same for others. 

 “As the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive,” (v. 13), reminds us that we are forgiven by 

God. We don’t want to be like the ungenerous man in Matthew 18 who had all of his financial debt 

forgiven by the king and then goes and angrily demands payment from another. We want to love others 

as we are loved by God, bearing with one another even when it’s not easy. 

Assume Goodwill 

A phrase we use in our house is “Assume goodwill.” That is, assume the person did not mean any harm. 

In this way, it’s easier to quickly dismiss an annoyance that may not necessarily be a sin. If someone has 

sinned against me, however (v.13), it’s important to actively choose forgiveness, and this may or may 

not involve an honest conversation with the offender. In all cases, it’s important to quickly deal with the 

matter before God in prayer so that a bitter root does not grow in my heart, leading to further 

impatience (i.e. sin) on MY part! 

Questions to Consider: 

1. Do I honestly see myself as chosen, holy, beloved and forgiven in Christ? 

2. Would I characterize myself as a patient person? Is this related to my spiritual health? 

3. Are there specific people (at PWOC or elsewhere) with whom I find myself impatient? 

4. Are there specific instances of impatience I need to confess to God and receive cleansing? 

5. Are there specific people I have been impatient with that deserve an apology? 

6. How can I nurture the character quality of Godly patience in my heart and life? 
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