
God’s Kindness 
And The Kindness of His Followers 

 

Kindness is a personal quality that must be cultivated.  It is a testimony to God’s 

presence and work in an individual.  It will not only enable Christians to be sensitive to 

the needs of others but, also, to take personal action to meet those needs. 

One author said, “It is the opposite of brutal, harsh, hurtful, uncaring, rude, and such 

like. The word is more difficult to succinctly define than it is to recognize.” 

Ephesians 4:31-32 says, “Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be 

put away from you, with all malice.  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 

forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.” 

In Galatians 5:22, kindness is listed as a fruit of the Spirit.   

Consider the actions of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37.  

“And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I 

do to inherit eternal life?”   He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your 

reading of it?”  So he answered and said, “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your 

neighbor as yourself.’”  And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you 

will live.”  But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  

Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 

and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, 

leaving him half dead.  Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when 

he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the 

place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side.  But a certain Samaritan, as 

he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. So he 

went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his 

own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  On the next day, when he 

departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take 

care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ So 

which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” And 

he said, “He who showed mercy on him.”  Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

The kindness we are commanded to show to one another is not to replace the kindness 

of the Lord, but to reflect it.  Joel 2:13, Romans 2:3-7, and Romans 11:22 show us it is 

God’s mercy and kindness that will lead us to repentance as in Titus 3:4, 5 “But when 

the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of 

righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through 

the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,…” 

No one deserves God’s kindness, yet He sent His Son to die on the cross….mercy and 

kindness for the undeserving.  In Romans 2:3-7, Paul is speaking to someone who 

deserved God’s judgment but had not yet received it.  He is good and kind and patient 
with lost sinners and His kindness is meant to bring them to repentance. 



 

Questions for your Board 

 

1. Because of the unique makeup of your board (to include your sins and 

shortcomings) what might kindness look like within your Board? 

2. How might that impact your local PWOC? 

3. How is kindness different from pleasantries and avoiding sins and shortcomings? 

4. How can your PWOC Board cultivate kindness? 

 

Other passages on Kindness 
 
Ruth 2:13   Luke 6:35-36   Acts 14:17 
Ephesians 2:4-7  Colossians 3:12  2 Samuel 9:1-13 
Psalm 103:2-5  Isaiah 54:7-10  Nehemiah 9:17  

 

What do these passages tell you about kindness? 

Pray for our Lord to help cultivate kindness into your relationships. 

 

Submitted by Lauren Dillard 


