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Sustaining a Learning Environment 
 

Throughout the semester, teachers and FITs will be challenged to sustain the learning 
environment within their classes. Like any personal discipline, it is important to be 
intentional about fostering a healthy environment within your small group Bible study. 
 
Big Picture 
As a Bible study leader, you must see to your own spiritual health! Before you prepare 
your lesson plan, be sure that you are daily spending time in the Word, weekly attending 
chapel/church and regularly adopting a lifestyle of obedience to God’s Word. 
 
During each Bible study, include the following items: 

 Keep discussion Bible-centered, always pointing women to Christ and the gospel 

 Remember that PWOC is a multi-denominational Protestant ministry 

 Make sure to include an application point for personal transformation 

 Accommodate various Adult Learning Styles (see document TT-14) 

 Consider sending a mid-week email with memory verse reminders, 
encouragement, prayer requests, etc. 

 Touch base with the women, using the Connecting with Students handout 
(document TT-12) 

 
Little Picture 
Every small group Bible study leader will encounter challenging situations while 
teaching. Overcoming problems in class will help you to sustain a healthy environment. 
 
Possible issues and ideas for handling such problems include: 

 Absenteeism 
o Refer to the Class Agreement (document TT-09) 
o Touch base with the woman who has missed two or more sessions 

 Not completing homework 
o Learn why the woman isn’t able to complete her homework 
o Offer suggestions if she asks for input 

 Discussion-killers 
o Deal with difficult questions honestly 
o If necessary, re-direct the discussion back to your lesson outline 

 Super-talkers 
o Encourage ladies to be brief in order to allow others time to share 
o Invite each one to ask, “Does this pertain to the topic?” 

 Silence 
o Embrace the quiet 
o Ask a clarifying question or make a suggestion 
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 Disagreements 
o Do not make accusations, offer unwelcome advice or blame others 
o Go heavy on love and grace when confrontation takes place 

 
When any of these or other difficult scenarios develop, teachers can employ a non-
threatening tool such as a stuffed rabbit (for “rabbit trails”) or a white cloth (for a “truce”) 
to encourage the return to the lesson outline. 
 
Studies show that adults learn best in a safe environment, and it’s your privilege to 
create an atmosphere of warmth and truth so that godly transformation can take place. 
 
 


