
 

Serving Chapels throughout the United States Military 

PWOC Basics 
 
Prior to the start of each semester, it is an 
excellent idea to review the unique aspects 
of being a PWOC teacher or facilitator. The 
ministry of PWOC is dynamic, responding at 
short notice to real-world developments. So, 
you are encouraged to review this document 
regularly so that your teachings remain 
aligned with the ministry and history of 
PWOC. 
 
 
Who We Are:  Protestant Women of the Chapel is a volunteer organization established 
in Europe in 1952. PWOC is overseen by the Chaplaincy and designed to help 
Chaplains minister to women associated with the military, especially those who 
participate in a military chapel.  Every woman who is an active participant in a 
Protestant military chapel, whether or not she attends PWOC meetings, is considered to 
be a part of Protestant Women of the Chapel.  Although PWOC meetings are generally 
held at one particular chapel, women of all chapel communities are encouraged to 
participate in PWOC. 
 
PWOC is sponsored by the Army Chief of Chaplains and is recognized by the Chaplain 
leadership of the Air Force, Navy, Marines and Coast Guard. It is a military-wide 
ministry and can be found at installations around the globe. 
 
It is important to remember that PWOC is not a “non-denominational” ministry, but 
rather “multi-denominational.”  We honor our varied church backgrounds and are careful 
not to cause division through focusing on theological disagreements. Our vast 
differences make us who we are.  The Four Aims help us to focus on what we have in 
common. It is the job of the PWOC Board and Care Group Leaders/ Teachers/ 
Facilitators to help maintain an atmosphere of respect, even when we disagree.  
Discussions need to be carefully approached and guided.   
 
 
PWOC Motto: “We are workers together for Christ” 
 
Local Considerations: 

o Does the Board have a particular focus this year 
o What is the standard structure for your PWOC? 

 How much time do you have for class? 
 When do you hand out books?   
 Do you charge for books, and if so, how is money collected? 

 

The 4 Aims of PWOC (short version) 
 

 To LEAD women to Christ 

 To TEACH women God’s Word 

 To DEVELOP women’s 
spiritual gifts 

 To INVOLVE women in chapel 
ministries 
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o What is the calendar for the semester? 
 Compare class weeks with  the number of lessons in the book 
 Take into account weeks where there is a Program and weeks 

where you might not have class because you are Serving Our 
Sisters (SOS – helping in the nursery, with fellowship, etc.) 

 Be prepared to be flexible with contingencies such as fire alarms, 
weather cancellations, unit deployments, etc. 

 
As the Bible study facilitator, you can be the frontline servant to help ladies see that they 
are part of a worldwide network of women who are seeking after the Lord! 
 
 


